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Table 1- Requirements for Biscuits
(Clause 6.3)

	Sl.No.
	Characteristic
	Requirement
	Method of test, Ref. to

	(1)
	(2)
	(3)
	(4 )

	i)
	Moisture, percent by mass, Max.
	5.0*
	Annex B

	ii)
	Acid insoluble ash, (on dry basis),
percent by mass, Max.
	0.05
	Annex C

	iii)
	Acidity of extracted fat (as oleic acid), percent by mass. Max.
	1.0
	Annex D

	iv)
	Lead (as Pb), mg/kg, Max.
	2.0
	Annex E
AOAC 999.11 (as alternate method)

	v)
	Arsenic (as As), mg/kg Max.
	1.1
	AOAC 986.15

	*In case of filled biscuits, maximum of 7.0 percent by mass may be allowed and for cookies maximum of 6.0 percent by mass may be allowed.



6.4    Sandwiched, filled and/or coated biscuits shall comply with the microbiological limits given in Table 2, when tested according to the methods given in column 7 of the Table 2.

Table 2 - Microbiological Limits
(Clause 6.4)

	Sl. No.
	
Test organism
	
n
	
C
	Limit
	
Method of test

	
	
	
	
	m
	M
	

	(1)
	(2)
	(3)
	(4)
	(5)
	(6)
	(7)

	1
	Aerobic plate count
	5
	2
	103
	104
	ISO 4833-1 : 2013

	2
	Yeast & Mould count, per g
	5
	2
	102
	103
	ISO 21527-2 : 2008

	3
	Coliforms, per g (MPN)
	5
	2
	10
	102
	ISO 4831 : 2006

	4
	E. coli, per g (MPN)
	5
	0
	0
	-
	ISO 7251 : 2005

	5
	Staphylococcus aureus, per g
	5
	2
	10
	102
	ISO 6888-1 : 1999

	6
	Salmonella, per 25 g
	5
	0
	0
	-
	ISO 6579 : 2002

	where
n is the number of samples to be tested;
c is the maximum allowable number of samples yielding values between m and M;
m is the limit below which the count is acceptable for any sample; and
M is the limit above which the count is unacceptable for any sample.

NOTE: Adoption of the ISO Standards referred in column 7 as SAARC Standards is under consideration by SARSO. Till the time these SAARC Standards are not published, Member States may also use their National Standards on these respective subjects in case these are identical with ISO Standards.
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